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SUBJECT: Your memo re: Scientific Intelligence - 11 June 1952

1« T have found nothing referring to Scientific Intelligence in
the printed History of 0SS. However, activity was shown in techmical
intelligence,

058 Archives File 2160,

Under SI Branch Order No. 30, 13 Karch 19ld, a Technical Section
was established, Its duties werc "t roview wechniesl cables, oox
screen the materisl and compile a%ieekly Swuary of Technicel Intelli-
gence Reports' “xxxto obtain answers to requests for foreipgn spot ine
telligence of 2 techmieal charactertoc,

In another file with the swue mumber there is 2z report dated 9
February 1915, Technical Section SI - History.

The Section established effective liaison with the branches of
the Amed Forces by which techmiesl informaiion was rolayed to them
and thedr roquirements forwarded to the fidld. It arranged to bring
to the US certain scientists whose experience proved of great value.

It sent abroad certain technieal materisl on bridges in Italy,
France and other countries being fought over,

It reviowed sach month o large nusber of techmical reports and
disseninated the nost important.

It prepared "indicatérs" for use of agents whoe wore non-technicsl
to enable them to make periinent ocbuervaiions,

It fulfilled other dutics in connection with the satisfaction of
technical requirenents,

So far as can be judged, however, 1o scicntifie intellisence ine

formation was sourht after or collected in the nanner in which 08 is
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2. Certain files of SWICC are in the Library, They are in same
disarray and possibly incomjlete, There iss however, a file of con-
siderable size titled "List of SWNCC papers as of 1 September 19L7."
Hatters referring to Atomic Fmergy are as follows, but I could not lo=
cate the pepers themselvess

SWNCC 52/10, 19 Pebruary *L6. Availsbility to Far Festern Cone
missions of JCS messages on Japanese Atomic Tnergy Research.

52/17, 3 June '46, Control and surveillance of Atemic uclear
Energy Research and Development in Japan,

52/21, 25 July 6. Toliey stetezent regerdin, Japanose research
in Atemic Energy ficld.

206/37D, 23 December 'hif. Establishnent of policies relative
to natters of mutual interest under considerstion by London Central
Coordinating Comittee on guided and propelled missiles and Projec
tiles and the JRDB

206/13, 26 February *I7. Sane title.

2B, 1l Jamary U6, Flan for Atomic Somb tests against naval
vessdls,

253, 2l Jamary *hé. Cuidance as to the military implications
of a UN Commission on Atomic Emergy.

Unfortunately, none of these papers seem relevari to your quege
tion.

3. MIA 6th meeting, 21 August 1946.

The minutes show that Secretary Patterson was nost desirous of

imaediate action on the matter of giving €I authority to coordinate

the collection of intelligence 5
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Secretary Forrestal was for taking action also.

Secretary Acheson did not wish to zct too hurriedly,

The Atomie Bnergy Commission hod not yet been appeinted and he
felt they might like to have some 8ays

There wes 2 anall meber of people atlached to (leneral Groves
personal gtaff on the Harhattan Engineering District, who were engaged
in the collection of foreign intelligence on atamic cnergy. It was
felt that the dutles of this Staff were entirely separate from the
{ission to be performed by ARC and their transfer to CIG could in no
wey aggravate the Cemiission. NIA #6 had been prepared, authorizing
tds iransfer. This directive was approved without prejudice to fu-
tare changes which might be desired by ATC.

The Fresident was absent fram Washington, and Aduiral Leahy une
dertoock to advise him by telegram of the action by 1Ia,.

The President in reply desired to have the matter deferred,

There seems to have been scme amdlety about what AEC might do
for at

NIA 7th mecting, 25 Septesber 1946 » General Vandemberg brought
up the relationship of NIA to AEC. I% was runored thal AEC would cone
duet a foreign intelligence operation which would invelve danger of
conflict with similar CIg operations. Aduiral Lealy stated he thought
the President would do his best to tuwrn over Atomie Energy Intelli-
gence activities to IA.

At its 9th meeting, 12 February 1947, YIa approved the transfer
to CIG, which was effected 18 February 1947, of the personnel designated
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directive on another subject)s NIA #9, containing the smme general
wording ac its predecessor, wos approved 18 Aprdl 19L7.

FIA 10th meeting, 26 June 19L7. Admirel Hillenkoetier reported
%.he transfer of personnel under WIA . He further stated informal
working :;grwaents had been established, and 2 fomal working agree-
nent was lmminent,

He also stated that working agreements had been established,
vherein CIG acts as the sclentific intelligence facility for JRDB.

DCI furtlicr noted that CIG was being cziled upon by ARC, JDRB,
and other agencies for scientific intelligence, but s unsile to moet
requirenents fully becouse of the genersl lack of qualified collectors
of scientific intelligence,

The personncl transferrved to CIC under WIA #9 were known a3 the
Marhattan Project Foreign Intcllizence Section (HPFIS) and were at first
placed in the 0ffice of DCI. Tt wes estallished as the Tuclear mmergy
Group in the Scientific Pranch, ORE, by CIiC=-p-605, 28 March 1947.

{see copy of memorandum attached 1),

The record now becomes confused. CTA Ceneral Order Yoo 5, 1L
Jamary 1948, deals with reorganization of ihe Scientific Dranch, ORF,
(See copy attached B)e This wes rescinded 1 March 1948, (See copy
attached C). The Nuclear Bnergy Group wes transferred to 050 5 March
1948. On 3 March 1948 2 memo from DCI to AD/ORE restates the functions

of the Chief, scientific Branch 015, the Iuclear Energzy Group having

# lioter JRDB was fomed in July, 1SU6; the agreement with CIo
was signed 10 Jamary 1947. In March, 1918, DCT ashked
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been assigned elsewhere. (See copy atiachod D)e In the opinicn of

_ of 05T, who has been querring some of the olde

timers, the transfor of HEG to 080 was made for reasons of security.

The NBG was {ransferred from 050 to OSI on its establisbment
under CIA General Order #13, 31 December 1918, |

e In the ecarly period of Scientific Pranch, O2E, the stoff ap-
pears o have consisted of two men, who were, for the most part, liai-
son with other sgencies,

Fo infomation has been uncovered regarding _25)(1A
and why he did not toke the post of Chief, Scientifie Branch in Octow
ber, 19hi.

B - cuier, 1 October 1947 cnd resigned in Dew

cember, 1940,
_wfm is now on leave will endeavor, on his return,

to obtain more infommation about the Scilentific Dranch ORE.

5+ File of ORE Status Deports (Progress reports .’tﬁa{z:ﬁ monthly ).

31 December *th6. The Scientific Dranch had noi been activated as
of that date. OFF hod under considerction ihe cecordination of ®*an in-
veragency project for the compllation of a guide for use of colleeting
agencies in procuring required scientific intellipence information.?

February, 1547. J72DB paper 49/2, 10 Jamuary 19L7. "Progran for
JRDOL » CIG Cooperation in the rield of S ient*rfic Irtelliponce” was
received and wos being eployed as the basis for plaming the organi-
zagldon and program of zactiviiy of the Branch.

April, 1947. Iiaiscn between the Scientific Braonch and vorious
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July, 1947. ©n 9 July representatives of CIG, the IAP agencies
and JRD3 discussed the subject of Uationsl Scientific Intelligence Rew
quiremends, It was agreed that coordination of effort in the field
was reguired,

August, 19L7. The project initiated by ORE (to develop for JRDE
those sclentific and technological capabilities of tie USSR which will
influence the llational Defense Dconomy of the United States as of 1949)
was proceeding as satisfactorily as possible with the scapty informa-
tion available,

It must be kept in mind that the collection of Scientific Intel=
ligence scened to be the business of no single orgarization and that
NSCID*s 2 and 3, 13 Jamary 48 left the motter to Yocach agency in ace

cordance with its respeciive necds,”
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